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Joliet considers plan for upscale town center at I-
55 and I-80 
325-acre development would house retail, hotel and office space 

By Alicia Fabbre | Special to the Tribune 
11:51 PM CDT, March 19, 2008  

Over the years, Joliet officials heard various plans for the 
crossroads of Interstate Highways 55 and 80, but none ever 
seemed to be the right fit. 
 
So they waited. On Thursday, Joliet Plan Commission 
members will review what might be the right project—a 325-
acre development with 1.25 million square feet of retail and 
office space. 
 
The proposal from O&S Holdings LLC was initiated three 
years ago, after Don Fisher, the city's director of planning and 
economic development, and an O&S official met at the annual 
International Council of Shopping Centers convention in Las 
Vegas. Five days later, O&S sent representatives to Joliet to look at the land. 
 

The Bridge Street Town Centre 
plan includes shops, an upscale 
movie theater with two floors of 
restaurants, a hotel, office 
campus, parks, pavilions and 
water features at the northeast 
intersection of the two 
interstates. Land also is reserved 
for future residential 
development. 
 
"This is the right project and this 
is the right time," said John 
Grueling, president of the Will 
County Center for Economic 
Development. 
 
Though O&S has not announced 
any tenants, the company has 
signed agreements with some 
retailers, said Chris Shane, vice 
president of acquisitions. A 
similar development in 
Huntsville, Ala., includes retailers 
such as Chico's, Gymboree, 
Kate Spade and restaurants 
such as P.F. Chang's and Dolce. 
Shane said retailers at other 
O&S developments have 
expressed interest in the Joliet 
center. 
 
City Council members are 
hopeful the proposal will bring 
the type of retailers and 
restaurants that residents have 
requested but can find only in 
shopping centers out of town. 
 
"People call me all the time and 
ask why don't we have that," 
said council member Jan 
Quillman, who recently visited 
the Huntsville project. 
 
"This is the project we need. We 
are going to be the destination 
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place." 
 
The proposal already won support from the City Council's Finance and Land Use 
Committees. Plan Commission members will review the proposal at their 4 p.m 
Thursday meeting and make a recommendation to the council. 
 
Finance Committee members Monday backed a plan to sell bonds for some $90 
million in road improvements—including new interchanges and a new connector from 
Houbolt Road to the development. Half of the sales taxes generated from the center 
and a special tax on the center would be used to repay the bonds over 30 years. 
 
O&S officials anticipate the center would generate some $11.8 million in taxes during 
its first full year of operation. 

More articles 

Relive great moments in Chicago history: Photos, video, stories and more 

Copyright © 2008, Chicago Tribune 

Read 1 comment »  

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and 
the comment you are posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be 
removed by the moderator. Send us your feedback. 

 Would you recommend this?

Rate it:     

Type in your comments to post to the forum 

Name 
(appears on 

your post) 

 

Comments

 

Type the numbers you see in the 
image on the right:   

   Post Comment

 

 

Condominium bldg. 

VANTEC WORLD 
TRANSPORT 

LOXCREEN 
METALSOURCE 

MANUFACTURER/DIST

U W - La Crosse 

Search Chicago jobs 
 

 

All Chicago jobs 
Post resume 
Post a job  

  

Archives
News in education
Most popular
Site map

NEWSPAPER 
SERVICES

Today's paper
Subscribe now
Subscriber 
Advantage
Vacation hold
Delivery issue
Pay bill
Contact us

DOOR PERSON

OPERATIONS 
RESEARCH 
ANALYST

DRIVER

QUALITY 
CONTROL 
MANAGER

REGISTRAR

View all Top Jobs

GO

Page 2 of 3Joliet considers plan for upscale town center at I-55 and I-80 -- chicagotribune.com

3/21/2008http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-joliet-mall_20mar20,1,5699501.story



Illinois crime statistics 

Chicago Days 

 Learn more  Search

Select county: 

   

Or choose a city or town: 

  

     

Cook
De Kalb
Du Page
Grundy
Kane Search

Search Reset

 
Classic Chicago photos:  

Flashback | 1968 | Black history | Waterways  
Defining moments in the life of a city | Video  

HAVE BREAKING NEWS? BREAK IT TO US.  

Breaking news tips 

Online letter form  
Customer service  

  

Jobs | Autos | Homes | Apartments | ShopLocal.com | Discount Shopping | Boodle 
Coupons | FSBO | Open Houses | Houses for Rent 
SITE POLICIES: | Terms of service | Privacy 

Ads by Google 

Commercial Real Estate 
Investing and managing real estate john capes, ccim 
www.viprealtyservices.co

Joliet IL New Homes 
Search Lennar homes in Joliet. Browse photos, tours 
& floor plans. 
www.Lennar.com/Joliet

Scott Mitchell 
Seacoast NH's leading commercial real estate broker
search.seacoastonline.com

NJ Commercial Real Estate 
Lease up to 400K Ft - Refrigerated, Warehousing & 
Manufacturing w/Rail 
www.muradgroup.net

Stonegate Properties 
Commercial Office Space Compnay Office Space & 
Much More 
StonegatePropertiesChicago.com

LOCAL PARTNERS: | Triblocal | metromix.com | chicagosports.com | ChicagoLive | 
Chicago Magazine | Hoy Chicago | RedEye | CLTV | WGN-TV | WGN-AM 

Home  > News  > Local news 

Page 3 of 3Joliet considers plan for upscale town center at I-55 and I-80 -- chicagotribune.com

3/21/2008http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-joliet-mall_20mar20,1,5699501.story


